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a declaration, and he would defer his report until after the Polish
Foreign Minister had spoken. Beck first, however, asked Ziehm
if he would guarantee that the Free City Government would
take measures which would satisfy the rights of Poland with respect
to the Westerplatte peninsula, and when Ziehm replied in the
affirmative, he immediately said that Poland would withdraw
the reinforcement. He admitted that Poland had exceeded her
rights by acting as she had done, but there had been no intention
of making a permanent increase of her force at Westerplatte,
and the reinforcement was sent in exceptional circumstances.
Great was the relief of the Council, and everybody congratulated
everybody else, apart from the German representative, who had
not a good word for Poland; all were well aware, however, that
Poland's action at Westerplatte was not a challenge to the League
itself, but was intended to be and was a warning to Hitler that
Poland was ready by force of arms to defend her rights under
the treaties in Danzig or elsewhere. In other words, if he wanted
war he could have it; Poland was prepared. It was significant
that the German Press, instead of being jubilant over the outcome
of the Westerplatte affair, exhorted German opinion to restraint
and to accept it calmly, though its attitude may have also been
influenced by two events which occurred almost immediately
after the League's decision; one was connected with the Disarma-
ment Conference, and the other was Mussolini's Four-Power Pact.
THE FOUR-POWER PACT
Apparently at its last gasp, the Disarmament Conference took on
a semblance of renewed life when Ramsay MacDonald put before
it a British plan on March 16 proposing, among other things,
that the armies of Europe should be limited to definite strengths,
that of Poland being put at 200,000 men. The plan envisaged
a General Commission of Disarmament and Control; the latter
factor—control—was one of the great stumbling-blocks in the
path of disarmament, and the new plan scarcely could be said
to remove it. Taken as a whole the plan did not meet with a good
reception, and MacDonald suddenly took it and himself off
to Rome for the purpose of securing Mussolini's support, but

